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Geography Curriculum Policy

Rationale
"Geography explains the past, illuminates the present and prepares us for the future." Michael Palin

At Wybunbury Delves we aim to nurture a school community where everyone experiences a love of learning and of life; everyone is able to 'shine' and grow in God's Love. Geography is a subject which offers the very best opportunities to achieve this. 
Curriculum Intent
At Wybunbury Delves, we believe geography should inspire both a fascination and a curiosity in the world we live in. We aim to deliver a knowledge rich curriculum whereby geographical knowledge is valued, specified, and well sequenced. Through geography, we equip pupils with both locational and place knowledge together with navigational skills to explore places, features and processes at different scales. We aim to provide children with a deep understanding of diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments. Children learn about their local area and compare their life in this area with that in other regions in the United Kingdom and in the rest of the world. We also strive for children to develop geographical skills: collecting and analysing data; using maps, globes, aerial photographs and digital mapping to name and identify countries, continents and oceans; and communicating information in a variety of ways. Fieldwork is integral to our teaching of geography as we aim for a high-quality curriculum. As children explore topics about our interconnected world, they will also cultivate a respect for the local, national and international environment which empowers them to become leading lights in our community and our world. 
Curriculum Implementation
We are ambitious for our children and want them to become confident and capable geographers who delight in exploring and understanding the world around them. Our curriculum is aspiring for all pupils and successfully adapted, developed and designed appropriately for pupils with special educational needs.
Where appropriate, learning and teaching styles will differ from each lesson and will address the needs and interests of the children, as well as the needs of the objectives being taught. We ensure our classroom environments are supportive, engaging and that they celebrate learning. 
Curriculum & School Organisation

· EYFS

We teach Geography skills within the EYFS as an integral part of the Understanding of the world and People and Communities.  Geography learning activities in both Pre School and Reception relate directly to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs). Continuous provision in both settings offer further opportunities for independent learning. 
EYFS Statutory Educational Programme states that for children in Early Years the focus should be on understanding the world which involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.

· Years 1-6 
To ensure high standards of teaching and learning in geography, we implement a curriculum that is progressive throughout the whole school which enables all children to gain real-life geographical experiences. Our geography curriculum focuses on knowledge and skills stated in the National Curriculum which provides a framework outlining the knowledge and skills taught in each Key Stage to enable pupils to: 

· develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes 

· understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time 
· are competent in the geographical skills needed to: 

-collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes 

-interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS) 

-communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length. 

Geography is taught as a discrete subject. See the ‘Geography Long term plan’ for further detail.

Each unit of work is taught using a medium term plan and each year group will complete three units of work across the academic year. Within all sequences of lessons, teachers begin with an overarching enquiry question. These key questions encourage geographical enquiry, as well as focus on the key acquisition and application of subject knowledge, concepts and vocabulary. Topics are carefully planned to ensure a progression of skills, knowledge and understanding. Planning for learning and a sample of learning outcomes can be evidenced through staff planning documentation, smart board files, website news, children’s books and SeeSaw evidence. 

· Key concepts
Our ambitious geography curriculum is designed to have concepts weaved throughout every year group to encourage purposeful repetition to ensure the progressive development of geographical concepts, knowledge and skills. This consistently builds on previous understanding so that our children are striving to become geographers who understand their own significance in the world which will remain with them for the rest of their lives.

Our key concepts for Geography are:

· Place knowledge

· Locational knowledge

· Navigation

· Fieldwork

· Human Geography

· Physical features and processes

Teaching and learning style

Geography teaching at Wybunbury Delves focuses on maintaining curiosity. In every series of lessons, we aim to give children opportunities to ask questions about the world they live in.

Children may experience geography through:

· Enquiry based research
· Map based work using atlases or Digimaps
· Fieldwork activities 
· Use of data – statistics, graphs, videos and photographs
· Computing to gather research, find or present information
· Role play
· Problem solving
· Outdoor education and visits
· Links to other subjects including forest school learning sessions
Our school grounds and our local area are fully utilised to achieve the desired National Curriculum outcomes, with opportunities for learning outside the classroom embedded in our practice. Fieldwork is also integral to this, and each class will take part in at least one fieldwork activity per year. 

Equality and Inclusion

All children will have equal access to the geography curriculum: we are ambitious for every learner. Gender, learning ability, physical ability, ethnicity, linguistic ability and/or cultural circumstances will not impede pupils from accessing geography lessons. All efforts will be made to ensure that cultural and gender differences are positively reflected in lessons and the teaching materials used. 

Teachers will adapt lessons to suit the needs of all learners and provide tailored support for individuals with SEND. 

Curriculum enhancement opportunities

School visits with links to Geography, visitors to school, Geography experiences during theme days and whole school projects all provide further opportunities to participate in Geography. We also have access to an orienteering course within our school grounds. Children’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is further supported by cross curricular work for example, Interfaith Week.
Curriculum Impact

As children progress throughout the school, they develop a deep knowledge, understanding and an appreciation of their local area and its place within the wider geographical context. This is also complimented by their acquisition of geography skills to draw on lived experiences to make connections, comparisons and skills to express their opinions. 
The impact and measure of this is to ensure that children at Wybunbury Delves are equipped with geographical skills and knowledge that will enable them to be ready for the curriculum at Key Stage 3 and for life as an adult in the wider world and that a love of geographical learning is imparted for every child.
Throughout the year, teachers will plan on-going assessment opportunities to gauge whether pupils have achieved the key learning objectives. Teachers constantly assess the children’s understanding, correcting misunderstandings. Teachers are responsive and alter planning accordingly to help children embed and use knowledge fluently.  Formative assessment, which is carried out throughout the year, enables teachers to identify pupils’ understanding of subjects and inform their immediate lesson planning. At the end of each series of lessons, children will respond to the enquiry question. Teachers will make a judgement about the learning of each pupil in relation to the national curriculum. The progress and development of pupils within the EYFS is assessed against the early learning goals outlined in the ‘Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage’. 
Assessment will be undertaken in various forms, including the following: 
• talking to children and asking questions. 
• discussing children’s work with them. 
• assessing children’s written outcomes against the learning objectives. 
• children’s self-evaluation of their work. 
• analysis of recordings. 
• end of unit assessments. 
Curriculum Risk Assessment

Staff are asked to use professional judgment with regard to pupil safety in individual lessons. Where it is deemed necessary, individual lesson risk assessments will be completed. The pro forma for this is in the Subject Leader folder on the t:drive.

Links with other subjects

We seek every opportunity to develop Geography with cross curricular links to all areas of the curriculum when appropriate.
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